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Dear Friends,  
 
Few things, in my view, are more likely to put the average non-
Christian off the Church or any thing to do with God than the 
sight of Christian people at worship.  Why do I say that? Because 
typically such worship is far removed from their daily experience.  
 
Who can forget the classic Mr Bean sketch of Rowan Atkinson, in 
which he caricatured how an outsider might feel on paying a 
sporadic visit to a traditional church service?  
 
Feeling increasingly awkward and embarrassed, the hapless visitor 
stands up and sits down at the wrong 
moments, turns to the wrong pages in the 
hymn book, sings in the wrong places (after 
finally mastering the tune) and then sinks into 
a soporific stupor during the sermon.  While 
the nature of such discomfort may very 
according to the church in question, it is no 
less real.  
 

 An affair of the heart  
 
So why,  then, do Christians worship?  The answer I feel must be 
that it is out of love.  Quite simply, we want both to tell God how 
much we love Him and, in some symbolic way, to show Him.  
 
From time immemorial, people have felt an inner compulsion to 
express what God means to them, whether through singing and 
dancing, outpourings of prayer, silent contemplation and acts of 
genuflection, sacrificial offerings, preaching and teaching, drama 
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and music, or numerous other ways. Is this, then, what worship 
means?  
 
Well, it is and it isn’t. It is in so far that each is a perfectly valid 
way for people to express their love of God, but it isn’t in that 
none of these approaches represents the only way of worshipping 
God or the sum total, even taken together, of what worship 
means.  
 
The fact is that they barely scratch the surface, merely 
representing institutionalised forms of response, isolated facets of 
something much broader namely, recognising and acknowledging 
the presence of God, and expressing how much 
he means to us.  We can do that though sights 
and sounds, through music and song, through 
silence and contemplation, through service and 
self sacrifice, and so much more.  
 
We can worship in church as well as home, in 
the bath or the shops, in bed or at work, in the 
countryside or the city, anywhere and everywhere.  
We can worship through times carefully set aside or in the 
moments snatched within the day’s hustle and bustle, at length or 
briefly, through set words or simply saying what comes into our 
heads.  
 
Once again, there is no right or wrong way, no one style or 
tradition pleasing to God above all others. What matters is that 
God matters: that He is important to us just as we are important 
to Him.  As the old saying goes, “The more you love someone, the 
more you want to show it”  
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It may be that conventional styles of worship appeal mainly to 
you, helping you to say just what you want to say.  Or it may be 
that they leave you feeling cold and turn you off. But does that 
really matter? Not in my book it doesn’t, nor,  I’m 
convinced in God’s either.   
 
Although Christians tend to get hung up about 
how we worship,  allowing differences to become 
weakness rather than a strength, a cause of 
division rather then a sign of our natural diversity.  
God delights in any sincere expression of how 
much he means to us.  
 
We cannot force such a response, offering it because it is asked 
or expected.  To do so would be to offer something altogether 
different:  dutiful ritual, rather than joyful recognition. Nor will we 
always find it easy to express ourselves, any more than we find it 
easy to express intense emotions to a loved one.  
 
We can only offer to God what is in our hearts, what we feel 
deep within. In that lies true worship – a genuinely adoring 
response.        
                  

 Every good wish  
Revd David Scurr                     
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 SERVICES 

 
St Chad’s 

Sunday 4th October 
  9.30am  Family Harvest Communion 
12.30pm  Harvest Lunch in the Memorial Hall 
  6.30pm Harvest Songs of Praise 
 

St Mary’s 
Friday 2nd October 

  7.00pm Harvest Evensong       
  followed by Supper  
   in the Parish Room 

Sunday 4th October 
11.15am  Family Harvest Communion 
 

Bell Ringing at St Chad’s 
 

An introductory meeting for the new team of Bell Ringers took 
place on Wednesday 29 July. Eight people went along and were 
taught the safety elements and the mechanics of bell ringing. 
There will be weekly lessons which will be held on Wednesday 

evenings from 5.00pm till 6.30pm. More 
people are always welcome, either come to 
church on practice night or ring Margaret on 
270849, for more details. Experienced ringers 
are also welcome. 
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Pulpit and Pew:  How it started 
The Editor of Pulpit and Pew , Bill Moulton has shown Judith Boyd 
the 100th issue, and has asked her what she thought of it. 
 
Judith: “I was delighted to see the 100th issue of “Pulpit and 
Pew”, I like the photographs of the two churches on the front 
cover, it looks good with the colour headings and pictures, and it 
is pleasant to read. Most importantly it contains peoples names 
and dates of events. 
 
Bill: “How did Pulpit and Pew begin?” 
 
Judith; “When my husband, Canon Tony Boyd, became the new 
incumbent of Farndon and Coddington in March 1993, many 
people told how they missed ”Over the Wall” and asked if he 
would restart it. 
 
He recognised the need for a church newsletter, and began “Over 
the Wall” straightaway (He produced “Over the Wall” until 
December 1997, when Raymond Moulton kindly took it over). 
 
Canon Tony and I both realised there was a also need for direct 
communication with people involved with St Chad’s and St 
Mary’s, with more detail than was wanted or needed in “Over the 
Wall” (which was to be read by all residents). 
 
“Pulpit and Pew” was really to provide information to church 
people, to prevent anyone getting the ‘wrong end of the stick’, and 
to let everyone know correct dates and times of services and 
events, and how they could be involved”. 
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Bill : “How did it develop?” 
 
Judith : “It began with a single folded sheet of A4 paper and 
gradually grew in size, We called it “Pulpit and Pew” to make it 
clear that it was to do with church, Large A3 paper folded was 
tried for 5 issues, but that had to stop because of problems with 
the photocopier. 
 
Photo’s of parish events from local newspapers were included. 
Explanations were given before new ventures, and I always 
enjoyed asking people their opinions after new or special events, 
then putting together an article. 
 
We usually had 24 or 28 pages, and I found that ideas often 
brimmed over, so that it was never a problem to fill those pages. 
This was all done in my day without a computer, with pages laid 
out all over the ding room table”. 
 
Bill ; “ Was it worth the time and effort?” 
  
Judith: Writing for ‘Pulpit and Pew’ took a lot of time for Canon 
Tony, but we both considered it worth while. I was involved with 
church magazines and publicity in our previous parishes, and I 
think it is valuable work. ‘Pulpit and Pew’ was always kept under 
review. Sometimes I did wonder if anyone ever read it, and 
thought perhaps we should put the time and effort into 
something like a Sunday Pew Sheet instead, but then someone’s 
kind words of encouragement would spur me on again. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time as Editor of  ‘Pulpit and Pew’ and I 
wish it well in whatever form it takes in the future.” 
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BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY  27 September 

 
Churchgoers across the Church of England are set personally to 
invite up to half a million people to services on Back to Church 
Sunday, 27 September 2009, making the event one of the largest 
co-ordinated evangelism events shared across the Church in 
recent history.  
 
Every one of the Church’s 44 dioceses are taking part in the 
initiative this year, by encouraging churchgoers to invite someone 
they know who used to attend church to come back on a 
particular Sunday. Churches will focus on extending an even 
warmer welcome than usual on the day.  
 
“The impact of Back to Church Sunday is not just measured in 
statistics; it is measured by the wonderful impact it has had on 
numerous individual lives,” comments the Rt Revd Jonathan 
Gledhill, Bishop of Lichfield. 
 

SKITTLES EVENING  
WITH HOT POT SUPPER 

 
To be held on  

Friday 25th September at  7.30pm  
at the Bickerton Poacher. 

Tickets £10 from Frank Willis  
01829 270814 
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Back to Church Sunday.  Why Do It? 
 
The simple answer to that question is because Jesus commanded 
us to bring others to him. Asking someone who has in the past 
been to church, to come to church again is the simplest and 
easiest way to do what Jesus told us to. But do not just ask them 
to come, bring them, sit with them, help make the service less 
daunting for them. 
 
An advantage is that we do not have to do anything hard or 
complicated that we may not understand or feel out of our depth 
doing. Inviting someone to come to church with you is something 
we can all do. 
 
The starting point for anything the Church does is prayer. It is 
very important that we pray for the people we invite, both that 
they will be open to the invitation and that they will respond to it. 
 
After the day do not stop praying for them and keep inviting 
them to come. If we invite them once and then forget it, the 
exercise is a waste of time. If we invite people and then care for 
them on a longer term, then the Kingdom of God really will grow. 
 
 
St Chad’s Church Harvest Lunch 
Will be on Sunday 4th October at 12.30pm  
In the Memorial Hall   
Ticket prices: Adults £5  Children £3 
Bring your own drinks and glasses 
Tickets from: June Penk (tel. 01829 270729) 
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Bible Study: The Church 
 
1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 
This passage in St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 
12, comes as a prelude to the famous passage on Love in chap-
ter 13. It is a pity that in many deliberations of chapter 13, chap-
ter 12 is not also included as part of the study. For the passage 
on Love should be seen as the ultimate fruit of the Spirit which is 
explained in detail is chapter 12. – Which is really a picture of 
the Body of Christ; the Church. 
 Paul’s metaphor is very apt and descriptive and should be a 
help to us when we are considering, not just, the Church, but our 
Church and our part in it, - the local congregation of which we 
are part. Consider for a moment Paul’s situation and the congre-
gation at Corinth to whom he was writing. We know from the 
whole of the Corinthian writings (scholars say that the Corinthian 
letters as we have them are really four letters and there must 
have been the other correspondence from the Church at Corinth 
to which Paul was replying) that the Church at Corinth was a real 
mixture of Jews and Gentiles, differing cultures, occupations and 
living styles. This divergent congregation were pulling various ways, 
causing arguments and dissent. Imagine, for example the long 
history and culture of the Jews, who were being persuaded by 
Paul and others in the ways of this new Christian faith and mak-
ing that acceptable to the total newcomers, the Gentiles. 
 I think the key verses in our passage are 13; 18 and 27. We 
are reminded of the significance and importance of our Baptism 
in v13.It is through our Baptism that we all receive the same 
Spirit and are made part of the one Body of Christ, the Church. 
Then, Paul reminds us that every part of the body is exactly as 
God wants it to be (v 14). From this we can see the importance 
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of every part of the body – apply that to every person in the 
Church. Then we have this great reminder of Paul in v27, that we 
are all part of that body and all of equal value in God’s sight, what-
ever we do in the Church. He goes on to list many of the functions 
to which people were being called in the Corinthian Church. 
 Now take a few minutes to apply this passage to your own 
church and congregation and particularly any way in which you 
might be serving the church, or even, and just as importantly, being 
what you might feel is an insignificant person in that church. Now 
reason the importance of the whole passage as Paul addresses it 
and realise the significance of every member of the Body of Christ; 
the Church; Yes! Your Church!- Finally read chapter 13 in a fresh 
light with chapter 12 fresh in your mind. 
 

Many Hands Make Light Work! 
The old saying “many hands make light work” is very true. At St 
Chad’s we have many willing helpers who make drinks after the 
services, arrange flowers, fold “Over the Wall” 
and clean the church.  
If you feel that you can help with any of these 
necessary and rewarding jobs please could you 
give your names to: Rose Crump – Flowers, 
Margo Marks or Margaret Clarke – Drinks, 
Muriel Allman – Over the Wall, Margaret Clarke 
– cleaning.  
The more people we have doing these things the less we will all 
have to do.  
We Look forward to welcoming new names to the rotas. Many 
thanks Margaret. 
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     A Time to Remember  
 
 

We will once again be holding a ‘Time to Remember’ service on 
Sunday 25th October at 6:30pm at St. Chad’s Church in Farndon.   
 
This is a very gentle service when we remember anyone dear to 
us who has died over the years; be it friend or family member.  
 
Everyone will have the opportunity to light a candle as well as 
write the name of the person who has died on a piece of paper 
and all the names will be read out at a given time in the service.  
 
There will be songs, music, prayer and reflection as well as space 
for `silence.  
 
Please do feel free to come along and bring someone with you. 
The service will last about an hour and we will have tea & coffee 
after the service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the November - December edition of Pulpit and Pew  
is Sunday 11 October 2009 
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Dates for your diary – St Chad’s   
 

Saturday 5th September  Men’s Breakfast   
 
Monday 7th September  Re-start of Emmaus – 7:30pm Rock Chapel 
 
Saturday 19th September  Mill-House Green Male Voice Choir   
 
Sunday 27th September  Back to Church Sunday  
 
Tuesday 29th September  7pm Holy Communion, Michael & All Angels  
 
Sunday 4th October  9:30am  Family Harvest Festival Communion  
                              12:30pm  Harvest Lunch in the Memorial Hall 
                               6:30pm  Harvest Songs of Praise   
 
Sunday 25th October  6:30pm – A Time to Remember – All Souls  
 
Saturday 7th November  Craft Fair 
 
Sunday 8th November  Remembrance Sunday      
 

 Dates for your diary – St Mary’s  
Saturday 5th September  Men’s Breakfast  
  
Sunday 27th September  Back To Church Sunday  
 
Tuesday 29th September  10am Holy Communion Michael & All Angels  
 
Friday 2nd October  9am - Clutton Schools Harvest Service  
                              7pm Harvest Evensong  and Supper 
 
Sunday 4th October  11:15am – Family Harvest Festival Communion 
 
Sunday 8th November 11am  Remembrance Sunday 
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From: Watching for the Kingfisher” by Ann Lewin. 
 
For those not acquainted with musical jargon, the following may help: 
Transposition involves moving an entire piece of music up or down for the 
convenience of one or more of the musicians. 
 
A key (in this context) is a way of deciding which notes to use. Very crudely, 
a major key sounds happy while a minor key sounds sad.  
Modulation is movement from one key to another within a piece of music. 
 
Groundbass. In pop music, think of the repetitive sequence of chords 
played under whatever the singer does: in classical music, think of the open-
ing bass line to Dido’s Lament or Pachelbel’s Canon. (Incidentally, Pachel-
bel’s groundbass fits under “Overwhelmed by love”!) 
 
In Tune 
Done your practice? Said your prayers? 
Echoes from childhood, as though 
Practice must be perfect, prayer complete. 
Experience tells us neither satisfies 
Till techniques spring to life. 
 
Prayer is musicianship, a 
Growing alertness to God’s beat, 
Drawn to the rhythm of his will, 
Watching his cues for 
Rest or entry; listening, 
Aware of others’ harmony, or 
Seeking in discord sounds of 
Resolution; accepting occasional 
Transposition to enable others 
To join in; through many modulations 
Learning the beauty of the minor key 
Offsetting major’s splendour. 
Then, secure, daring to improvise 
Above the steady groundbass of God’s love. 
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Church Hymns and Songs at St Chad’s 
 
Thank you to everyone who takes the trouble to 
comment on the hymns and songs we sing at St. 
Chad’s.  As organist, it is my responsibility to choose 
the music and the feedback I receive is really 
helpful. 

 
I choose most of the hymns, but the choir often helps, especially if 
I have been pushed for time or have simply run out of ideas. 
Sometimes the preacher requests something specific. We try to 
follow the theme set by the readings where possible as this helps 
to make the service a unified whole and also avoids the danger of 
constantly repeating our own particular favourites. 
 
Sometimes we will spend most of a choir practice looking through 
Mission Praise and trying things out. We have come across old 
friends, including “O Love that wilt not let me go” (which was in 
previous editions of Hymns Ancient & Modern) and have tried 
new songs which look interesting. We try to introduce anything 
new during the communion so that everyone has 
a chance to hear it before being asked to sing it, 
but sometimes an item is not suitable for this 
point in the service - for example, “For I’m 
building a people of power”. 
 
A slightly different approach is taken with the 
band. Contemporary music often differs slightly in performance 
from what is written on the page, and it is assumed that 
performers will know what speed is appropriate. For this reason, 
we rely heavily on whoever has suggested a song to give us a 
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lead, and it can take quite a while for everyone to get 
comfortable with how it should sound and what their particular 
part should be. Where more than one version of a song is known, 
we will usually agree to follow the book. 
 
All of this is great fun, but we run the risk of  introducing only 
things which we happen to like. As musicians, it is our job to lead 

the music, not to dictate it. We would like everyone to 
have a say. 
 
It has been agreed that a suggestion box be placed 
at the back of church and it would be great if 

everyone, including the children, could put something in. We would 
like to know which new hymns or songs you would especially like 
us to learn and which old ones you would most like to retain. (By 
“new” and “old” I mean whether or not we know them, not when 
they were written.) 
 
I can then produce a list to use as a starting point when choosing 
hymns or songs to fit a given theme. And we can try each new 
song, confident in the knowledge that at least one person “out 
there” already knows it. 

 
Katriona Moulton 

 
 

www.stchadschurchfarndon.org.uk 

www.stmaryschurchcoddington.org.uk 
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Praise and Play. 
 
 
This group for pre-school children and 

their carers meets each Thursday during term time at 2 p.m. in 
St. Chad’s church. The session officially ends at 3 p.m., but most 
stay and chat until it is time to collect older siblings from school. 
 
The format is flexible but always includes a story, 
some music, a prayer and a craft activity as well 
as time to chat over refreshments. The crèche 
toys are available and we have a small library 
from which books may be borrowed. 
 
We will start up again after the summer break 
on Thursday, 3rd September. For more details please ring 
Katriona on 270297. 
 
Thank you to all who bought seeds through Suttons Fundraising 
catalogue. We raised £17.00 for St Chad’s and £22.64 for St 
Mary’s. I felt that the choice in the catalogue was rather limited, 
but everyone seemed satisfied with the service.  Katriona 
 
A Big Thank You to everyone who helped at the Rushbearing 
Fete and to everyone who helped make the event go so well.  
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SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER - MEN’S BREAKFAST  
 At the White Horse Churton:  Time 8:30am  
Speaker this month will be Billy Lincoln, Wrexham Street Pastors  
To book your breakfast please contact the Vicar on 270270 

Full English £8 – Continental Breakfast £6  
 

Saturday 19th September  
Mill House Green Male Voice Choir  

Tickets from Margaret Clarke - Tel: 270849  
Cost £8:00 - Price includes glass of wine and nibbles  

 
 

From the Registers 
 
Baptism’s at St Mary’s  
28. 6. 09    Lucy Charlotte Robinson  
  5. 7. 09    Dylan Robert Allwood    
 
Baptisms at St. Chad’s  
21. 6. 09    Alexander James Weigh  
16. 8. 09    Matthew Thomas Roberts   
30. 8. 09    Emily Louise Roberts & George William Roberts 
 
Weddings at St. Chad’s  
  8. 8. 09    Adrian Marks & Elizabeth Bellis  
15. 8. 09    Adam Hughes & Stephanie Hollingsworh  
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CONTACT DETAILS  
 

The Reverend David Scurr  
The Vicarage, Church lane, Farndon  

01829 270270 
  

Lay readers for both Churches  
Raymond Moulton 270297  

Steve Peaurt 271104 
  

Sunday School, Farndon  
Please contact the Vicar 

  
Sunday School - Coddington  

Helen Sadler 782269 
  

Church Wardens - Farndon  
Margaret Clarke 42 Quarry Hill, Farndon - 270849  

David Bryan Stannage Point, Churton - 270488 
  

Church Warden - Coddington  
Chris Shaw Millhey Lodge, Barton 782275 

  
Prayer Group  

Raymond Moulton 270297  
(3 Quarry Hill, Farndon) 

  
Pulpit & Pew Editors  

Raymond Moulton 270297  
Bill Moulton 01244 348473  

william.moulton@gmail.com 


